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CONGRATULATING CALEB 
WILFONG 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Caleb Wilfong of the Rock Bridge 
High School Bruins Boys Cross Country team 
for winning the individual Class 4 Missouri 
State Championship. 

Mr. Wilfong should be commended for all of 
his hard work throughout the regular season 
and bringing home the individual state title to 
his school, family and community. At the State 
Cross Country Championships in Jefferson 
City, Caleb won the individual state title with a 
time of 15 minutes 54.13 seconds. He holds 
Rock Bridge’s school record for a 3.1-mile 
race and is the school’s second individual 
cross country champion. 

I ask that you join me in recognizing Caleb 
Wilfong for a job well done. 
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IN HONOR OF DR. BOB CURRY 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the long and distinguished career of Dr. 
Robert Curry. Dr. Curry, a prominent professor 
of hydrology and geology at both the Univer-
sity of California at Santa Cruz and California 
State University at Monterey Bay, has spent 
his entire professional life teaching genera-
tions of students how human activity can 
change the earth’s surface. He has also spent 
countless hours, many without pay, working 
for conservation organizations on issues rang-
ing from soil conservation, wetland preserva-
tion, water quality, to endangered species pro-
tection. Dr. Curry is truly a modern renais-
sance man. He has mastered many dis-
ciplines, including hydrology, geology, fluviual 
geomorphology, climatic history, wetland delin-
eation, forest ecology, and geologic hazard 
evaluation. It is important we honor his vision, 
dedication, and tenacity in doing as much as 
humanly possible to protect the natural envi-
ronment from unnecessary harm. 

Dr. Curry is a native Californian, raised in 
the Sierra Nevada area of eastern California 
where both sets of grandparents instilled in 
him a love of natural history, hiking and camp-
ing. Dr. Curry and his three younger siblings, 
Barbara, Judy, and Joe as well as aunts, un-
cles and many cousins have deep roots in the 
land. He ultimately completed his doctoral dis-
sertation on the climatic history of the Sierra 
Nevada and his parents are now buried at 
high elevation in what is now a Wilderness 
Area. 

Dr. Curry studied at the undergraduate and 
masters level at the University of Colorado. He 

later earned a Ph.D in Geology and Geo-
physics at UC Berkeley, where he helped draft 
California’s Forest Practices Act. Dr. Curry 
subsequently taught for over 45 years, begin-
ning at UC Santa Barbara. He later served as 
Provost and professor at UC Santa Cruz be-
fore joining the California State University 
Monterey Bay faculty where he created the 
Watershed Science curriculum. 

Perhaps his most significant contribution 
was the cooperative authorship of Section 
102(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy 
Act. In 1969, Dr. Curry served as the initial 
science advisor to the U.S. Senate Public 
Works Committee following its review of the 
Santa Barbara Oil Spill. Working with Senator 
Ed Muskie, chairman of the Air and Water Pol-
lution Subcommittee who was drafting the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act, Dr. Curry’s 
work lead to the clause that says if public 
funds are used to develop information about 
projects of national interest that could guide 
public policy, the information must be released 
to the public. This became the basis for the 
Environmental Impact Statement, which has 
served the public by bringing transparency to 
the policy process. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for the whole 
House in honoring the career of this remark-
able scientist and conservation leader. Cali-
fornia, and indeed the world, are better for his 
efforts. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF SHERI-
DAN FIRE CHIEF JEFFREY D. 
ROBERTS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the death and celebrate the life 
of Sheridan Fire Chief Jeffrey D. Roberts. 

Chief Roberts had served as an officer in 
the 45-member volunteer fire department for 
the past six years, and two years ago was 
elected chief. In addition to his fire service, 
Chief Roberts served Chautauqua County tax-
payers as a member of the Chautauqua Coun-
ty Department of Public Works. 

A devoted husband and father, Chief Rob-
erts leaves behind his wife Katie and children, 
Alexis and Berkley. A tremendously well-liked 
and well-respected leader in our volunteer fire 
corps in Western New York, Chief Roberts’ 
untimely passing is indeed a tragedy, and the 
entire Western New York community joins with 
Katie, Alexis and Berkley in mourning the 
Chief’s death. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with profound sadness, 
but also with pride that I ask you, and all of 
the members of the House, to join with me in 
celebrating the life of Chief Jeffrey Roberts, 
and to join with his family in remembering him 
as a dedicated and fearless public servant, 
and a proud member of our Western New 
York community. 

RECOGNIZING LAWRENCE A. 
SOLBERG, MD, PHD, FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE FIELD OF HE-
MATOLOGY AND PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of Dr. Law-
rence A. Solberg, a Floridian who has dedi-
cated his professional life to biomedical re-
search and medicine. 

Having published numerous articles in var-
ious publications and scientific journals and re-
ceived professional recognition and honors 
from a number of organizations, Dr. Solberg 
has accomplished an extraordinary number of 
professional milestones and achievements. 

Dr. Solberg is a hematologist currently in 
the Division of Hematology-Oncology at the 
Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida. He also 
serves as Vice-Chair of the Research Oper-
ations Management Team and Chair of the 
Clinical Research Subcommittee of the Mayo 
Clinic in Florida. Dr. Solberg previously served 
as Director of the Blood and Marrow Trans-
plantation Program of the Mayo Clinic in Flor-
ida. As Professor of Medicine in the Mayo 
Clinic College of Medicine, Dr. Solberg has 
shown great commitment to educating our 
next generation of physicians and researchers, 
while continuing treatment of patients and his 
own research. 

Service to the greater community is another 
attribute of Dr. Solberg’s career. This is re-
flected in his service as Chair of the Board of 
Directors of Community Hospice of Northeast 
Florida for six years. Community Hospice of 
Northeast Florida is one of the largest non- 
profit hospices in the United States operating 
in 5 counties and serving up to 1000 patients, 
including 100 children, every day. 

For the past four years, Dr. Solberg has 
chaired the Committee on Practice of the 
American Society of Hematology and has led 
the Society’s efforts to educate Members of 
Congress about hematology and issues of 
concern to practitioners, such as Medicare 
physician payment, reimbursement of chemo-
therapy drugs, and the importance of clinical 
trials. In this capacity, Dr. Solberg has visited 
with me and my staff to educate us about the 
critical issues facing hematologists and pa-
tients in Florida and throughout the United 
States. Dr. Solberg has advised the Food & 
Drug Administration about how to address the 
current shortages of life-saving drugs; and has 
served on both public and private sector pan-
els addressing how to improve the quality of 
care for patients. 

Dr. Solberg is a superb advocate for his pa-
tients and his profession and his work has 
helped enhance the health and wellbeing of 
Floridians and all Americans. I am grateful for 
his lifetime contribution to field and practice of 
hematology. 
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